
 
We wish to Acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the Land on which we stand and 

pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging. 

                          

Our OWNQ women at IWD celebrations  

(older, bolder and ‘Orsome’!)  
 
About 50 women from Older Women’s 

Network gathered on International 

Women’s Day (IWD), Monday March 8th, 

at the Garden Café at Roma Street 

Parklands for a social gathering to 

celebrate the big day together.    

 

Members came from Bribie Island, 

Capalaba, Gympie, Maroochydore, 

Mitchelton and Woody Point, as well as 

representatives from former branches 

Southern Gold Coast and Logan-

Beenleigh (with whom we still stay in 

touch).  

 

 Unfortunately it was a little too far for 

Mackay branch members to visit!   But we 

did miss not having our sisters from 

Mackay present on the day.   

 

The theme this year was “Women in 

Leadership: Achieving an Equal Future in 

a COVID-19 World” and attendees were 

given a take-home flyer with suggestions 

about how to help make the world a 

better place for women.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Many of the attendees took part in the 

free guided tours of the parkland, and 

came back with glowing reports of the 

experience, some of whom want to do it 

again in early Spring!   

 

Some of our other branches held their 

own celebrations as well.  
 

 

 

Some 

participants at 

Roma Street 

Parklands IWD 

celebrations 

(left and 

below with our 

new table 

banners) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Lee, Leonie and Di 
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President’s Report . . . 

 

It is a pleasure to be writhing this report 

and hearing the excellent work going on 

in the Queensland branches. 

 

Well done to all those branches who 

organised a special International 

Women’s Day event. 

 

We are delighted with the launch of two 

new branches, Wynnum-Manly and 

Morayfield.  We welcome them to the 

OWNQ family of branches in Queensland. 

 

In April 1996 two branches, Mackay and 

Gympie, were officially started in 

Queensland.  Now that they are 25 years 

old, they can count themselves quite 

grown up, and reflect on all those 

yesterdays and the quality in the future 

they have to offer to our tomorrows. 

 

Congratulations Gympie and Mackay.  

Thanks for all the wonderful work and 

support you have done for the Older 

Women’s Network in Queensland. 

I must also thank Ruth and the Mackay 

branch for the invitation to attend their 

25th birthday celebrations.   It was a 

wonderful day, Well done Mackay. 

 

Now to the National Conference which 

has the theme of “Empowering  Older 

Women”.  This is scheduled for 7th and 

8th of October 2021.   It will be at the 

Stamford Plaza Brisbane. All Branch 

Convenors have been sent the 

registration form to share with their branch 

members.  A copy is also included with  

this newsletter. 

 

Registrations and deposits are required by 

end of June as we need to know how 

many will be attending the event.  We 

look forward to seeing you all at the 

conference. 

 

Queensland Older Women’s Network is 

delighted to announce that retired 

Australian Labour Party Senator, Claire 

Moore, has been offered the role of 

Ambassador for OWNQ.  We look forward 

to interacting with her to spread the word 

about our organisation.  

  

CALENDAR REMINDERS:  

May Membership Renewal forms will be distributed to Branch Convenors  

8th June RSVP for Miegunyah Event – see page 14 of newsletter 

12th June Miegunyah Afternoon Tea and Tour – see page 14 of newsletter 

15th June Branch newsletter articles due in OWNQ office 

30th June Registration and deposit for National Conference due 

1st July Management Committee nominations due – see page 16 

6th July Branch Activity Reports for April – June quarter due in OWNQ office 

7th July Financial Records for auditor due in OWNQ office 

Mid July Mid-year newsletter scheduled for distribution 

7th-8th Oct 2021 National Conference, Stamford Hotel, includes AGM on 7th Oct. 

  

http://www.ownqld.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OWNQld
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Coordinator’s Report   

 

Hello again everyone.  Thank you to all those 

women who attended IWD celebrations at 

Roma Street parklands, most of whom had 

travelled quite some distance to get there.  

Representatives from all branches attended 

except obviously Mackay.   

 

We are planning another (smaller) gathering 

at a lovely old historic house Meigunyah at 

Bowen Hills which houses an interesting 

museum and is headquarters for the 

Queensland Women’s Historical Association. 

For something different a Saturday afternoon 

has been chosen, Saturday 12th June arriving 

at 1.45 p.m. for a 2.00 p.m. start.  A light 

afternoon tea will be served and a tour of the 

museum and lovely old house is included.  

Cost per person is $20.00.  For those arriving 

by train, arrangements can be made to 

collect attendees from the Bowen Hills station 

nearby.  Due to COVID, numbers will be 

capped at 20 so please let your Convenor or 

the office know by phone or email to 

admin@ownqld.org,au if you wish to attend. 

A waiting list will be kept, if more than 20 wish 

to attend.   

 

OWNQ is very proud of Mackay and Gympie 

branches marking the 25th anniversary of their 

branches.  This is a real achievement and our 

thanks to everyone who’s played apart in 

reaching this milestone. 

 

On Monday March 15th women across 

Australia rallied at the March 4 Justice 

protests which gave voice to women who 

demand an end to gendered violence in 

Parliament House and everywhere else, 

including domestic and family abuse.  It was 

pleasing to see that some men also came 

out to show their support – husbands, fathers, 

brothers, friends etc to show that they too are 

no longer willing to stand by as other men 

abuse or exploit girls and women of any age.   

 

We were invited to take part in an awareness 

campaign to stop the unacceptable 

incidence of sexual assault of older women in 

aged care.  The Aged Care Royal 

Commission was told there are around 50 

sexual assaults a week of residents nationally, 

most of these would be women.  Our 

branches are being invited to participate by 

sending a prepared letter to their 

government representatives, locally, state 

and federally.   

 

The Housing Interest Group continues to meet 

via Zoom with QShelter to discuss housing 

vulnerability issues and is participating in 

activities associated with QShelter to set up 

an information service to assist older women 

in need.   Any of our members are welcome 

to join this group, contact Di 0411 099 848. 

 

We are very pleased to welcome some new 

branches into our family.   Di Hill has been 

very instrumental in helping to establish a 

branch at Wynnum-Manly.  June Donnelly 

has  started a branch at Morayfield and 

discussions are underway regarding a 

possible new branch which will meet at the 

Atrium, Lutwyche.    

 

Mitchelton branch instigated a great idea to 

produce OWNQ bookmarks to promote 

branches at local libraries.  These look brilliant 

and are an excellent co-resource with our 

updated jazzy new brochures.   

 

We are delighted new members continue to 

join and after COVID lockdowns, we are 

growing again.   

Leonie  

http://www.ownqld.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OWNQld
mailto:admin@ownqld.org,au
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Around the Branches 

 

GYMPIE  

Meets: Each second Thursday 

Time: 9.15 a.m. to 12.00 noon on 

 pension week 

Where: Gympie & District Indoor Bowls 

 35 Graham Street, Gympie 

Contact: Marilyn, Ph. 0409256603 

Trips:    Jenny, Ph. 0481199943 

Our year started with a celebration of 

Australia Day and a chance to get together 

for a catch up after the Christmas break. 

Several of our ladies dressed up in their Aussie 

gear and Helen and Kaye had some Aussie 

poems to share. The poem about the 

‘Outdoor Dunny` stirred up memories and 

brought out all the stories from those who 

remembered having the outdoor dunny.  Lots 

of laughs about the adventures of our ladies. 

 

 
 

Paula Rowland, a 

Wildlife Carer, was 

a very interesting 

guest speaker at 

our next meeting. 

Paula bought 

along a few of the 

small animals she 

was caring for, 

one of which was a sugar glider she had 

rescued when she saw it caught up on a 

barbed wire fence. She also had a Betong, 

which is similar in appearance to a wallaby 

but lots smaller. They live in grassy areas, build 

their nests from sticks and are very nocturnal. 

The next animal was a baby Brush Tail 

Possum; he was very cold, so Paula slipped 

him into her bra to keep him warm.                                                                       

 

Great fun at the meeting on 18th February.  

Member Linda organized a round robin 

group of games which included quoits, pin 

the tail on the donkey, number of marbles in 

the jar, spin the hula hoop, dominos, catch 

the ball in a ladle and throw two sixes with 

dice. A good fun morning, thanks to Linda.                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several of our members have had falls or 

aren’t feeling the best at the moment, so we 

wish them a speedy recovery, and quite a 

http://www.ownqld.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OWNQld
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Around the Branches 

Supported by 

 

few have taken the opportunity to travel 

within Queensland. Lucy G. was excited to 

be returning to Bargara to see the turtles 

hatch as she was there at Christmas time to 

see them lay their eggs. 

 

It certainly is a small world, one of our visitors 

Sally Borchert, was bridesmaid to our member 

Marj D. many long years ago. Lots of chatting 

and catching up.     

 

Morning tea at the bowls club went well. The 

guest speaker Deb Brown, who was voted 

Gympie Council’s Citizen of the Year,  told us 

of all the volunteering she has done over the 

years. 

Three of our ladies travelled to Brisbane for 

the IWD morning tea at the Roma Street 

Gardens. It was good to meet some of the 

other Branches but a very long day as the 

train from Gympie leaves at 6.00 am and 

returns around 8.45 pm. 

We had a speaker on Diabetes and then as 

our next meeting fell on April Fool’s Day we 

had a mad dress-up day where everyone 

dressed in their maddest outfits. Great fun.  

 

Members joining in the spirit of the day 

Linda bought along some matting from 

Bunnings and taught us how to use it in a 

variety of shapes and sizes for pot plants, and 

Bev displayed some of her father’s souvenirs 

from the war. 

 

Kaye G (left) and Kay B (below) 

looking very stylish. 

 

 

Leslie, Coralie and Marcia mix-and-match fashion 

(above)! The COVID masks really added to the 

occasion. 

And on 15th April, our 25th Birthday was 

celebrated with a luncheon at the Sports 

Club restaurant at the Gympie Golf Club.        

Kaye 

OWN (Qld) Inc. is funded by the Queensland  Government. 

OUR AIMS: 

• Encourage life enrichment, mutual support 

&companionship amongst older women 

• Promote healthy ageing 

• Promote discussion and action about  

ageism, racism and sexism 

• Lobby for a fairer deal on issues affecting older women 

such as income security, work opportunities, housing, 

health, home and community care and transport 

• Provide information and education 

• Enhance the positive image of older women 

DISCLAIMER: OWN (Qld) makes every effort to ensure the 

accuracy of information contained in this newsletter.  Articles 

included are for information purposes only and views 

expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of OWN 

(Qld).   

WITH THANKS:  We’d like to thank the State Member for 

Mackay, Julieanne Gilbert for printing copies of the newsletter 

for the Mackay branch. 

http://www.ownqld.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OWNQld
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Around the Branches 

 WOODY POINT 

Meets: Second Tuesday each month 

Time: 9.30-11.30 a.m.  

Where: Woody Point Memorial Hall 

 Oxley Avenue, Woody Point 

Contact: Helen 0418 796 365 

 

Having experienced some setbacks due to 

COVID19, Woody Point started back in 

February, with our 6th birthday celebrations 

party – see photo below. 

 

Everyone joined in to keep the places we use 

as germ free as possible, and we still had our 

meetings, and organised our outings. 

We all enjoyed going to Sandgate, 

unfortunately the tide had turned by the time 

we were to go over and paddle in the 

Ocean, Brenda was most upset! 

 

Having a cuppa and goodies at Sandgate 

 

Our Guest speakers were varied, and we 

were able to have a gentleman come from 

the SES to talk about home safety ‘Are we 

ready’ - it was very interesting.   

Graham from Redcliffe SES) 

We also received a visit from Lee and Leonie 

on the day we had a guest speaker from 

from E-Waste MBR (photo below). 

 

Our next outing is to Carols’ place.  We have 

been advised to bring an Apron, as well as a 

plate, so it sounds very exciting! 

The Ladies are gathering bathroom items for 

male and female, which we will drop off at 

the ‘Breakfast Club’ for those less fortunate 

than us. 

Our May meeting will be a ‘Come and See’ 

us to bring new people to show them that we 

are helping all who attend. 

Best wishes. Helen  

 

  

http://www.ownqld.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OWNQld
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Around the Branches 

MORAYFIELD 

Meets: Third Tuesday each month 

Time:   9.00 a.m. 

Where: Morayfield Senior Rentals, 21-23 Barossa 

Cres. Caboolture South  

Contact: June 0411 018 570 

Morayfield launched their branch on the 20th 

April, with five paid members, two potentials 

and three visitors.  

 

Betty from Bribie Island OWNQ Branch 

entertained us with a fun game and lots of 

laughs.  

 

Morning tea followed and a message on 

congratulations was received via phone  

from Jude and the Mitchelton OWNQ ladies.  

 

Thanks to Lee, Betty and Julie, the Centre 

Manager, for their support. 

 

 
 

Ladies are enthusiastic and happy as we look 

forward to building friendships and supporting 

our community.  

 

We have planned a visit to the Historical 

Village in the near future. 

June 

 

 

MAROOCHYDORE 

Meets: Third Monday each month 

Time: 1.00-3.00 p.m. 

Where: Maroochy Neighbourhood Centre, 

 2 Fifth Avenue, Maroochydore 

Contact:  Lee 0429 831 414 

 

Maroochydore branch is going forward and 

going well. 

We now have 19 members.  This month we 

had five new ladies come along and they 

are going to join. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Maroochydore group visited the Allora 

Village and they gave us a $500.00 donaton, 

which the branch is going to use  for the 

member badges.  Thank you Allora! 

We meet the third Monday of the month at 

the Maroochy Neighbourhood Centre and 

go out once a month for morning tea or 

lunch as well, between the monthly 

meetings. 

Now are now looking forward to doing much 

more, getting some interesting speakers and 

getting involved with the community.  

 So watch this space.    

Lee 

  

http://www.ownqld.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OWNQld
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Around the Branches 

CAPALABA  

Meets: First Wednesday each month 

Time: 9.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 

Where: Capalaba Uniting Church Hall 

 30 Ney Road, Capalaba 

Contact: Naomi 0424 060603 

                Desley 0409 594 908 

 

With the support of our local Member, Adelia 

Berridge from Redland City Council, 

Capalaba OWN was successful in their Grant 

application to The Mayor and Councillors’ 

Community Benefit Fund.  The grant enabled 

our Branch to obtain much needed 

technology support including a Laptop and 

WIFI dongle, a Printer, Laminator and 

pouches, and a Projector and Screen.  We 

are most grateful for these additions to our 

Group and look forward to sharing them with 

our members. Thank you again to Adelia 

Berridge and Redland City Council. 

                                 

It was the awesome foursome walkers at 

Scribbly Gums (below).  

        

 

Currently we are supporting the Neonatal 

Special Care Unit at Redlands Hospital. A 

number of members have made beautiful 

baby wraps, "cuddle hearts", baby bonnets, 

booties, octopus’s, also a tepee for the twin 

incubator. These will make a difference to an 

already emotional time in baby and parents 

time in the Unit.  It is very rewarding when I 

see our work being used by the mums in 

special care. 

A huge thank you to the Boundy and 

McGuire families in Melbourne who have 

donated a $100 gift voucher from Spotlight 

and material to help us make cuddle hearts, 

wraps etc. We are so grateful for your help.  

           

Fantastic day celebrating OWN Capalaba’s 

6th birthday in February. Our rendition of 

"happy birthday" to us was joyful if not 

tuneful. Thank you to Jill M. for making our 

delicious birthday cake. 

 

Indigiscapes was the venue for our February 

morning tea followed by a relaxing walk 

through the bush and gardens. 

Sunset dinner at Cleveland Lighthouse was 

interrupted by cloud, but watched a storm 

forming over Logan and Manly. 

http://www.ownqld.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OWNQld


 

Contact Details:  505 Bowen Terrace, New Farm, 4005. Email: admin@ownqld.org.au P a g e  | 9 

Website:  www.ownqld.org.au   Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/OWNQld 

 

Around the Branches 

 

We celebrated International Women's Day 

with a relaxing morning of games and indoor 

bowls. Sandy helped Naomi with the 2020 

PowerPoint using our new laptop and 

projector.  

  

 

                   

Some of our members attended the "Here's to 

Life" concert at RPAC Cleveland. We are very 

proud of our Atie who was spectacular in the 

drumming event.      

 

We recently gathered together 

shampoo/conditioner, body balm, body 

wash, soaps etc and donated them to “Love 

and Hope” Redlands. 

 

A number of ladies went to Roma Street 

Gardens Café to celebrate IWD with other 

OWN branches, followed by a garden tour. 

 

            

 

Morning tea at Kings Country Thornlands was 

hilarious, between St. Patrick’s Day, spiders, 

Dragons and butterflies, Techno morning and 

mood rings, the rain didn't bother us. 

 

              
 

Cheers Desley & Naomi 

 

  

http://www.ownqld.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OWNQld
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Around the Branches 

BRIBIE ISLAND 

Meets: Third Thursday each month 

Time: 10.00 am to 12.00 noon 

Where: Bribie Island RSL Club  

               99 Toorbul Street, Bongaree 

Contact: Betty 0409 470 100 

 

January: 

2021 began with a “reconnecting” lunch on 

the Botanic Terrace at the RSL in lieu of our 

monthly meeting.  Our membership at the 

start of the year was 47. At lunch that day we 

had 34 ladies attending which included one 

new member and 10 visitors, six who were 

joining us for the first time.  A very positive 

start to the year, especially when a first-timer 

asks whether she can have a membership 

form when she next joins us. 

 

February:  A session at the movies to view the 

Aussie film “High Ground” followed by lunch 

at Bluey’s Hotel at Woorim was a great social 

day.  

 

 

While at lunch we 

celebrated a special 

birthday for one of our 

members (Kay), presenting 

her with an OWNQ 

certificate. Because of our 

numbers, 30 ladies gathering 

at the theatre and for lunch, 

we were noticed and 

approached as to who we 

were.   

We were overwhelmed by the number of 

new ladies signing up (10) or visiting for the 

first time (5) at our February meeting.  We 

had our biggest attendance ever (40), with a 

great vibe in the room.   

Jodie & Elle from Home Instead Senior Care 

(HISC) presented information about the in-

home care and support services they 

provide. They are registered with My Aged 

Care to provide a home care package. 

Before heading downstairs for coffee/lunch 

we enjoyed a few games of Hoy! (photo 

below).  

 

Jodie thoroughly enjoyed meeting us all, 

thought we were a lovely bunch of ladies, 

and used a montage of photographs from 

our meeting in their HISC promotion in a local 

publication (with our permission of course).  

Great free advertising for our group.  We 

have asked her to return to speak to us on 

http://www.ownqld.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OWNQld
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Around the Branches 

the topic of “Helping to Prevent Dementia” 

later in the year. 

March: 

Our planned tour of the nearby Abbey 

Museum was unfortunately cancelled.  As it 

turned out it was a blessing as we would 

have been sharing the site with 230 high 

school students.   

So instead of lunch at 

the Vatahapie Cafe 

(South African) after 

the Abbey visit, we had 

a delightful morning 

tea there.  Jo and her 

team made us feel very 

special with the 

decorated tables.  We again received free 

advertising as we were featured on the 

cafe’s FaceBook page. 

Fourteen ladies from Bribie Branch travelled 

down to Brisbane by train to attend the 

International Women’s Day morning tea and 

lunch at the Garden Room.  The guided tours 

of the Roma Street Parklands were thoroughly 

enjoyed.  The day out was a bit of a novel 

adventure for some of our ladies who had a 

wonderful day. 

 

At our monthly meeting we had another four 

ladies become members, taking our 

membership to 62.  One of those ladies had 

visited in October but had had family issues 

which took precedence and was finally able 

to make it back.   

Heather and Roz from Aussie Heroes, a 

charitable organisation whose volunteers 

make personalised quilts and laundry bags 

for Australian Defence personnel, were our 

guest speakers.  Their beautiful stories of quilts 

and bags being received by our military 

serving overseas tugged on our heartstrings.  

Some of our keen sewers and quilters may be 

able to assist this worthwhile organisation and 

as a group we can assist with donations of 

Spotlight gift cards.  No time for any games 

that day.  Afterwards coffee/lunch was 

enjoyed by 25 of us downstairs on the deck 

at Social Cafe. 

To celebrate Easter, we 

held a gathering at Charlies 

at the Bribie Island Hotel, 

where members were 

encouraged to wear easter 

hats.  The winner of the 

Easter Hat Parade, as 

chosen by a staff member 

of the Hotel, was Yvonne 

(left). And yes, those were 

real chocolate eggs on her 

hat!  

Cheers, Betty (Convenor)  

http://www.ownqld.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OWNQld
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Around the Branches 

MITCHELTON 

Meets: 4th Wednesday each month 

Time: 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon 

Where: Arana Leagues Club 

 247 Dawson Parade, Keperra 4054 

Contact: Judith 0431 159 921 

 

January was the start of a new year and, for 

OWNQ Mitchelton, it was the start of our new 

beginning. 

After holding many a lunch and 

techno/coffee morning in the restaurant area 

of the Arana Leagues Club, we moved up to 

the Panther’s Den Function Room for our 

monthly meeting – in our new home.  It was 

wonderful!!!   The only restriction was no 

tea/coffee facilities due to COVID_19 so it 

was down to the Coffee space of the Club 

for our caffeine fix after the meeting.  This 

was, of course, followed by lunch. We are a 

very social group. 

 

Our techno/coffee mornings are going from 

strength to strength with a lot of digital 

information being exchanged between our 

members and visitors. It is amazing just how 

much collective knowledge exists within our 

group.  There is, of course, a lot of social chat 

as well. 

The PR in the Echo Magazine, which covers 

our area, seems to be working well and there 

is a lot of interest from women wishing to 

expand their social interaction and the 

techno thing seems to be a major aspect of 

the interest.  Besides, everyone likes a good 

cup of tea or coffee and a chat with friendly 

people.  We try to provide that. 

We mounted the 

OWNQ photo display, 

with new material, in the 

Arana Hills Library and 

reaction was good. The 

“Don’t Mess with Us” 

photo always seems to 

get a comment!!! 

The bookmarks are now in circulation in the 

Arana Hills and Mitchelton libraries, together 

with some brochures, and we are monitoring 

the amount of interest there is from the 

general public.  

Our social program is Coffee Morning 1st and 

3rd Tuesdays of the month, Lunch 2nd 

Saturday, a Zoom meeting 2nd Tuesday and 

the monthly meeting 4th Wednesday of the 

month.   We like being active.  

                                                                  Judith 

Congratulations to Barbara B. 

 

Long-term Mitchelton member and OWNQ 

Treasurer, Barbara received a certificate from 

the Commonwealth Bank in appreciation of 

her many years of volunteer service 

"recognising the contribution to the Australian 

community made by her as the valued 

Treasurer of the Older Women's Network 

Queensland 2020.”

http://www.ownqld.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OWNQld
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Around the Branches 

MACKAY 

Meets: Every Tuesday 

Time:   9.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon  

Where: PCYC, Scriha Street, North Mackay 

Contact: Ruth 0432 686 970, Helen 0400 424 649 

On Tuesday, 13th April, the Mackay branch 

celebrated its 25th Birthday at a local tavern. 

Whoever thought we would have to wear a 

mask to attend a luncheon of such 

importance!  

The day was well attended with the President 

of OWNQ Lee, our OWNQ Coordinator 

Leonie, three ladies from Mackay Regional 

Council and several ex-members in 

attendance.  

Ruth commenced proceedings with an 

introduction then several ladies spoke about 

the beginnings of the Mackay branch and 

how we have progressed over the years.  

Helen 

 

25th birthday certificate presentation to the branch 

 

 

 

In other news, Mackay member 

Chris M recently graduated 

from James Cook University with 

a Bachelors Degree  in Social 

Work.  Well done Chris! 

.   

 

Ruth presented certificates to Jenny (above) and Mary 

(below) for their involvement over the past 25 years 

 

 

Some of the members who attended 
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Around the Branches 

WYNNUM MANLY 

Contact: Di 0411 099 848.   

A permanent venue and regular meeting 

date each month has still to be finalised by 

the Wynnum Manly group.   

Meanwhile, the next meeting of the Wynnum 

Manly branch will be in the Federation Room, 

Wynnum Municipal Hall, 219 Bay Tce, 

Wynnum at 10.00 am on Tuesday May 4th.  

We will be chatting about our future plans, 

having coffee/tea and something to eat, 

and also listening to Myrtle Beitz who is a 

Foundation and Life member of the Wynnum 

Manly Historical Society Inc. 

There is a lot of history in the Wynnum Manly 

area, and over time we will probably hold 

functions at some of them, so it will be great 

to hear some of the interesting information 

about the area. 

Members, new members and guests are 

welcome to attend. For more information call 

Di on 0411099848. 

COVID Rules will be adhered to. 

Members and 

friends are 

welcome to 

join us on 

Thursday May 

13th, at 11 am 

at Fielders, 

Bognor Road, 

Tingalpa for a celebratory lunch.   Hopefully 

Lee Hodgson, our State President will be in 

attendance along with the OWNQ 

Coordinator Leonie Swainston, and we will 

have a bit of fun to celebrate.  Food and 

beverages to be purchased by attendees. 

Di, Acting Convenor 

 

 

 

You’re Invited 
OWNQ members are invited to 

attend afternoon tea and a guided 

tour of historic Miegunyah House, 35 

Jordan Terrace, Bowen Hills, on 

Saturday, 12th June 2021, 1.45 p.m. 

for a 2.00 p.m. start. 

(Transport can be arranged from the 

Bowen Hills Railway station on request.) 

Cost is $20 per head which includes 

afternoon tea (tea, coffee, scones 

with cream and jam – gluten free 

available – please advise dietary 

requirements when booking). 

A tour of the lovely house and 

Women’s Historical Association 

museum will follow morning tea. 

Bookings are limited to 20 people, 

however a waiting list will be started 

if there is a lot of interest. 

 

RSVP to admin@ownqld.org.au or 

phone the office on (07) 3358 

2301by Tuesday 8th June to secure 

your place. 
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Members Corner 

 

A Connection to the Past 
by Leonie Swainston 

 

In February we had a wonderful surprise visit 

from one of our life members, Carole Cragg 

who was the President of OWNQ in 2000-

2002.   She had some historical documents 

belonging to OWNQ which she wanted to 

ensure were returned to their original home 

here at the office.  I hadn’t seen or met Carol 

before but she just rang one day and then 

turned up, and what a treat it was to meet 

her, she is indeed a very colourful personality.   

 

Carol was involved in all sorts of activities and 

projects during her time at OWNQ, including 

helping to set up Qld Women’s Health 

Network, providing research assistance with a 

study of urinary incontinence; was part of 

OWNWrite which produced a book 

“Surprises: Older Women Writing”; wrote a 

letter to State and Federal Government MPS 

about Valuing Community Consultation”.     

Carol also ran a discussion group for OWN 

members, which met in Mary St Brisbane 

once a month to discuss a range of issues.  

She recounted one of those discussions was 

about how to change the use of gender 

words such as everyone being referred to as 

“he”, and a psychology academic she knew 

who deliberately referred to everyone as 

“she”, unless specifically male.  Still a topical 

point today as we go to print!   

 

She attended our IWD at 

Roma Street Parklands 

recently and was warmly 

greeted by some of our 

long-term members who 

knew her back in 2000.  A 

peep into the mettle of this 

remarkable woman is that 

she came to the gathering 

on her own on the very first day she was using 

a new walker.   

 

We are delighted she has reconnected with 

OWNQ.   Another insight into her cheeky  

sense of humour is evident in her short story 

below, called Checkmate!   

CHECKMATE 

I’d just come from a Forum on “Sexuality and Ageing” at which Family Planning (Qld) handed out 

beautifully gift-wrapped parcels containing two condoms and a packet of lubricant as a promotion 

and a bit of fun. 

On the way home I stopped to buy some fruit, them remembered that I needed some things from 

the supermarket.  At the checkout, the young lad, all of 18, queried the source of the bag of fruit still 

in the trolley.  I showed him the docket as he explained that he was required to check. 

He then proceeded to share the old and unlikely story of being similarly queried over a packet of 

condoms he’d bought elsewhere.  The checkout girl had rung her bell and held up the condoms to 

have a supervisor confirm whether or not they were supermarket stock. 

I paid over my money then reached into my bag.  As he handed me my docket and change, doing 

my bit for “Sexuality and Ageing”, I handed him back the parcel saying, “Thank you, and here’s 

something else that you can check out later” smiled and left. 

I spent a delicious time conjuring with the thought of him opening it later and going through various 

scenarios to explain why someone who, to him, would look like a grey haired grandma, might be 

walking around with a parcel of gift wrapped condoms at the ready! 

Carole Cragg © 1998 (Printed with permission) 
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Latest News 

Nominations for the Management Committee 2021-2022 

This year OWNQ’s annual general meeting will be held on Thursday 7th October, after the end of 

day one of the National Conference.   

Any two members of the organisation may nominate another member to serve as a member of 

the Management Committee.  Only financial members of OWNQ at the time of the AGM can be 

nominated for, and elected to, the Management Committee.   

If nominating, please provide a brief (up to 2 paragraphs) statement outlining your experience, 

the reason you’d like to join the committee and what you can bring to the organisation.   

Please note that Committee members must not be disqualified from being a Responsible Person 

for a charity, i.e. a person who has been disqualified by the ACNC in the past year, or is a 

disqualified person because they have been convicted of offences, or are an undischarged 

bankrupt or subject to a personal insolvency agreement, or have been disqualified by the 

Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC), the Office of the Registrar of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander Corporation, (ORIC) or an Australian or New Zealand court.   

The Management Committee meets on the third Tuesday of each month from 1.00 p.m.  More 

information will be posted onto the OWNQ website in due course. 

Please send your nomination in by 1st July 2021 so nominee information can be included in the 

mid-year newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

TO      The Registrar/Secretary, 505 Bowen Terrace, New Farm Qld 4005 

 NOMINEE       _____________________________    ________________________   Date: ___/___/2021 

                                      Print Name                                   Signature of Nominee      

Is hereby nominated for the position/s of:         please circle below:   

 President  /    Vice President   /   Secretary    /    Treasurer    /   Committee Member   

PROPOSED BY _____________________________    ________________________   Date: ___/___/2021 

                                Print Name of Proposer                         Signature of Proposer      

SECONDED BY_____________________________    ________________________   Date: ___/___/2021 

                                 Print Name of Seconder                        Signature of Seconder      

Older Women’s Network (Qld) Inc. 

Nomination Form 
Annual General Meeting 

7th October 2021 
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