
 We wish to Acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the Land on which we stand and 

pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging. 

Technology has been a godsend during 

these times of COVID. We have been 

able to stay connected with each other in 

ways we would not have imagined while 

stuck at home during the strict lockdown 

periods. As the latest wave of increased 

cases takes hold of Queensland, older 

women are being extra careful and 

deciding to stay at home for fear of 

catching the virus.   

Fortunately, thanks to technology, our 

desire to protect ourselves and loved 

ones does not have to be at the expense 

of our mental health and wellbeing 

which, as evidence would show, are 

negatively impacted when we are 

removed from our family, friends, and 

social connections.  

The digital era is allowing us to free much 

of our valuable time to do the things we 

would rather be doing. Paying bills, 

booking appointments, Centrelink, even 

grocery shopping can be done with a few 

clicks here and there! 

It can seem daunting to try something 

new, however the BeConnected website 

has a range of accessible resources at 

https://beconnected.esafety.gov.au/ 

that might be useful.   

BeConnected provided a grant to 

OWNQ, before COVID, to facilitate digital 

learning through their portal. 

Since 2020 our amazing OWNQ member 

Karen, has been volunteering her time to  

 

 

teach our 

members how to use a wide range of 

technology applications. Via fortnightly 

Zoom sessions, Karen is broadening our 

member’s knowledge of all things 

technical, and the women are gaining 

confidence in a world where more 

businesses require us to interact online.  

The Mitchelton and Mackay branches  

are inspiring examples of how they are 

imparting the new skills learnt with other 

members with their regular Techno Social 

Sessions. 

If you would like to know more about how 

to join Karen’s technology sessions, 

contact the head office on 3358 2301 or 

email us on: admin@ownqld.org.au 

Let’s connect while keeping safe       
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Barbara and Lynette 
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technology learning.  
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President’s Report . . . 

Well here we are again halfway through 

another year. 

A big thanks to all of our member across 

Queensland because of your very hard 

work and passion for the Older Women’s 

Network.  We are such a strong 

organisation. 

We are very happy to welcome Niura, our 

new Coordinator on board.  You all will 

get a chance to meet Niura as she visits 

branches in the coming months . 

 

We also wish Leonie all the very best in her 

retirement. Thank you so much Leonie for 

all you’ve done, and the work put into, 

the Older Women’s Network.   We will still 

get to catch up with Leonie from time to 

time as she is now one of our 

independent members. 

Management Committee, Niura and Leonie 

at Leonie’s farewell lunch (above) 

 

It is an ideal opportunity to acknowledge 

and thank our hard working management 

committee - they have been putting in a 

lot of time and work at the moment  on 

making some slight changes to the 

constitution.   All members will receive a 

copy before the A.G.M. and there will be 

a vote on it at the A.G.M. on the 20th 

October.  

This year the management committee 

and the office staff will have to put in a 

tender for our funding, which  will take a 

lot of time as it is quite a large task.  

Furthermore, we have the OWNQ  A.G.M. 

to organise for  20th October 2022 at Bribie 

Island.  

We are looking at having a  new branch 

in Caboolture and later in the year 

possibly one at Corinda when we get 

them of the ground.   That will give us 13 

branches in Queensland. 

I look forward  to seeing you all on the 20th 

October at the A.G.M. Thanking  you  

  Lee Hodgson, Queensland President 

 

Need to Contact the Office?  

Office hours Tues to Thurs, 

9.00am-5.00pm 

Street Address:  505 Bowen Tce, 

New Farm  

Postal Address:  

PO Box 2768, New Farm, 4005 

Telephone:  07 3358 2301 

Website:  www.ownqld.org.au 

Emails: admin@ownqld.org.au 

coordinator@ownqld.org.au 

 

http://www.ownqld.org.au/
mailto:admin@ownqld.org.au
mailto:coordinator@ownqld.org.au
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Coordinator’s Report   

 

Hello everyone from your new Coordinator! 

It was with great enthusiasm that I  

commenced my new role as the OWNQ 

Coordinator in late May this year, in light of 

Leonie stepping down to spend more time 

with her family. I would like to take the 

opportunity to thank the Management 

Committee, Branch Convenors and many of 

the members I have had the pleasure in 

meeting, for the warm welcome into my new 

position.  

Just a little about myself… 

My professional background is in community 

development and was previously in 

coordinating international development 

programs for The University of Queensland 

International Development. 

I have been involved in a number of not-for-

profit organisations including in the disability 

and homelessness sectors, and currently work 

in the settlement services space in a 

volunteer capacity in Logan. I am passionate 

about social justice issues, community 

building, and aspire to make a positive 

difference in the communities I am involved 

with. I am excited to have joined an 

organisation dedicated to pursuing the 

interests, rights, dignity and well-being of 

older women. 

It has been a couple of busy months for me 

at OWNQ! One of my priorities so far has 

been to visit the branches in person, meet our 

members and get a better understanding of 

how our branches operate. In this short span 

of time I have popped by Burnie Brae, 

Mitchelton, Gympie, Lutwyche, Bribie Island 

and Capalaba and had lively discussions, 

listened to guest speakers, and enjoyed the 

delicious morning teas. There is great energy 

at the branches and evidence of the magic 

(work) happening behind the scenes to 

make events such as these truly enjoyable for 

our members and visitors. A big THANK YOU 

to our convenors, secretaries, treasurers and 

their helpers. 

Aura Holdings at Corinda put on an 

impressive fashion parade exhibiting stylish 

garments by Brisbane-based fashion store 

designer Portofino. Donations made on the 

day were gifted to OWNQ to further our work. 

Our president Lee, committee member Sue 

and I attended the event and were provided 

with the opportunity to talk about our 

organisation.  

 

 
Ros from Portofino passing a shirt around 

 

We are excited to announce the potential 

opening of a new branch in Caboolture.  Our 

initial Meet & Greet was a great success 

thanks to our wonderful Morayfield branch 

ladies June, Lisa and Debbie.  A big thank 

you to you!   

Finally, we look forward to you renewing your 

membership with OWNQ for 2022-2023 if you 

haven’t done so already. We welcome your 

attendance at the AGM, either in person or 

by Zoom. More details in this edition.       Niura
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Around the Branches 

 

GYMPIE  

Meets: Each second Thursday 

Time: 9.15 a.m. to 12.00 noon on 

 pension week 

Where: Gympie & District Indoor Bowls 

 35 Graham Street, Gympie 

Contact: Marilyn, Ph. 0409256603 

Trips:    Jenny, Ph. 0481199943 

 

Well winter is certainly here in Gympie, we’ve 

had some very cold days and everyone is 

finding their winter clothes. Our craft ladies 

have again donated a large number of 

crocheted rugs to help keep the homeless 

warm. 

 

A visit to the Gympie RSL for Morning 

Melodies was a great hit with the ladies. 

Three hours of entertainment and a two 

course lunch for $15 was a bargain. 

 

A quiz morning to 

celebrate our Birthday 

and Mother’s Day in 

May. Three of our long-

time members cut the 

cake which was a 

double cake with 

Birthday wishes on one 

side and Mother’s Day on the other side. 

 

Our last 

meeting in 

May saw us 

on a boat 

trip to Carlo 

Point (Near 

Rainbow 

Beach) where we had lunch at ‘Quay Carlo’ 

overlooking the water. A few showers 

throughout the day but we were lucky 

enough to miss most of them. 

                                                                 

Time once again for our Grocery Grab, 

always a fun morning with items passing from 

one person to another. 

 

Our meeting on the 23rd June started as a 

disaster. Marilyn (Convenor) was held up at 

home when the vet had to come to her dog, 

Linda (Treasurer) was away and asked Bev to 

stand in for her. Bev had to fly to Townsville 

and asked Sue to stand in for her. Sue arrived 

late because the cat escaped from home 

and she had to catch her, all the while 

members were trying to pay their dues.  

 

The Guest speaker rang to say he couldn’t 

come because a work colleague had broken 

his wrist and he had to stand in for him, and 

lastly Lil, who had donated 2 necklaces for 

the raffle drew out her own ticket. Everything 

finally settled down and morning tea was a 

chance to chat. (We got through it with a 

sense of humour, it really was a fun morning) 

  

The Election of Officers held at the Southside 

Bowls Club was a great success. Members 

from Gympie View club attended along with 

members from Quota, QCWA and Medical 

Transport.  

 

We were 

pleased to 

welcome Lee, 

Niura and 

Ambassador 

Claire Moore. 

Claire 

chaired the 

elections and 

gave an 

amusing talk on life in Parliament.  

 

 

  



 

 5 | P a g e  

 
Around the Branches 

Gympie (continued) 

 

Sally Carkeet 

(left) from 

Gympie Medical 

Transport was 

presented with a 

cheque and said 

without 

donations from 

Gympie people 

their service 

would not be 

possible. 

 

We are looking forward to our trip on the 

Valley Rattler at the end of the Month when 

we are joined by some of the girls from 

Maroochydore.    Best wishes to all groups, Kaye 

 

 

 

 

MORAYFIELD 

Meets: Third Wednesday each month 

Time:   2.30 p.m. 

Where: Morayfield Senior Rentals, 21-23 Barossa 

Cres. Caboolture South  

Contact: June 0411 018 570 

 

Morayfield Branch’s recent activities have 

included a trip to Caboolture Historical 

Village (with Devonshire tea), and a guest 

speaker from Seniors Enquiry Line talking  

about scams.  The branch also hosts regular 

craft mornings and morning teas. 

 

 

CABOOLTURE 

Members of Morayfield branch recently 

supported a Meet and Greet held at their 

village with a view to establishing a branch in 

the Caboolture area.  Held in July, the 

meeting garnered quite a bit of interest and 

was well attended. 

 

The first meeting of the potential new 

Caboolture Branch will be held at Sports 

Central Caboolture on Thursday 4th August 

at 10am and the event has been shared on  

https://www.facebook.com/OlderWomensNetworkQld
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Around the Branches 

MITCHELTON 

Meets: 4th Wednesday each month 

Time: 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon 

Where: Arana Leagues Club 

 247 Dawson Parade, Keperra 4054 

Contact: Judith 0431 159 921 

 

OWNQ Mitchelton has certainly been busy 

over the past few months with our Techno 

Coffee Mornings at the Arana Leagues Club, 

Coffee at Café Lagarto and the Birds & Bees.  

That is only the Coffee component and along 

with Lunches and our monthly meeting, we 

are very active. With a growing membership, 

wonderful things are happening and we now 

have a  lot of ideas for activities.   

A couple of interesting speakers for us were 

Noel Stallard, poet and poetic actor, 

speaking on the History of Bush Verse. He is a 

fountain of information and knowledge on 

the verses of Father John O’Brien.  For those 

who do not know about him, check out “A 

potted history of the early 1900’s in the bush.” 

Another speaker, from the Mitchelton BCC 

Library, gave us a visual tour of the library, its 

services and what they offer to the 

community.  Our branch has a lot of fun. 

Our branch members are involved in the 

HOW group as well as the Senior Committee 

of The Hills & Districts Chamber of Commerce, 

so we are not just a Coffee Culture club – we 

do plenty of things.   

We are beginning to connect with other 

senior organisations in our area, learning 

about them and hoping that, as seniors, we 

can present a united face in the community.  

We want to have our community see what 

seniors can achieve and, more importantly, 

be seen in the community as a positive. 

Thank you to all the members for their support 

and assistance in the running of the branch. It 

makes for lighter work all round.             Judith 
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Around the Branches 

MAROOCHYDORE 

Meets: Third Monday each month 

Time: 1.00-3.00 p.m. 

Where:  “The Avenue”, 

 32 Baden Powell Street, Maroochydore 

Contact:  Lee 0429 831 414 

 

Monday 2nd of May saw our members 

braving wild winds and wet weather to meet 

for a social catch up at The Barn in Flaxton. 

Some interesting shopping, some very tasty 

comfort food and the odd small glass of wine 

to accompany some lively conversations and 

a good day was well enjoyed. 

Our guest speaker for the May meeting was 

Bill from Home Assist Maroochydore. The 

organisation performs home maintenance 

and home modifications (minor and major) 

for frail/aged/disabled clients throughout the 

Sunshine Coast. They also do major home 

modifications such as bathrooms, ramps and 

stairlifts for the HACC Region of North 

Brisbane (from Clontarf to Tin Can Bay).  

 

Many of our members were familiar with the 

assistance available from Home Assist, but 

many had questions and Bill was kept very 

busy answering the queries. Fortunately there 

was plenty of afternoon tea for all and he 

mentioned that he would be happy to return 

if tea was on the agenda. 

 

 

Our social events continued to be weather 

affected, and our planned event for June 

was certainly no exception. A small group 

gathered at Buderim Falls for a short walk 

along the constructed path from Harry’s Lane 

to the falls, and then gathered for a packed 

picnic morning tea. Despite the weather 

those who attended reported a very 

pleasant time. 

The Guest speaker for our June 20th meeting 

was Renee, from our Sunshine Coast Council 

Waste and Resource Management division. 

Sunshine Coast 

Council has 

committed to 

becoming the most 

sustainable council 

in the country, and 

Renee spoke at 

length to our 

members regarding 

the changes to 

systems of waste 

management in 

our local area to support those ambitious 

targets.  

As an example, all households will now have 

a green waste bin, for all organic and garden 

waste. We were updated on what items can 

be placed appropriately into recycling, with 

lots of props and examples and our members 

kept Renee answering their many questions 

for quite some time. 

We all want to do our part in contributing to a 

healthier environment, and while waste 

systems might not seem very interesting, this 

was such a fun and informative session that 

we would urge other branches to approach 

their local councils and hope they have a 

resource speaker available.  

Sue 
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Around the Branches 

CAPALABA  

Meets: First Wednesday each month 

Time: 9.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 

Where: Capalaba Uniting Church Hall 

 30 Ney Road, Capalaba 

Contact: Naomi 0424 060 603 

                Desley 0409 594 908 

 

At our April meeting, Emily Gould from Uniting 

Care was our guest speaker on Scams and 

Frauds. The presentation was great, very 

informative. We were given a variety of 

information which included “The Little Black 

Book of Scams”. 

Later in the month we met at the Church Hall 

to begin putting together the back packs for 

Hope in a Suitcase.  

A selection of photos taken on the day 

showed the obvious care the ladies were 

taking to select the items for the children. It 

was lovely to see the ladies so busy. 

 

Wednesday 4th May we had a sausage sizzle 

at Wentworth Drive Park, Capalaba. 

It was a relaxing BBQ with good company 

and beautiful weather. The park was a great 

spot for our gathering. 

 

Our morning tea venue was at the Blue 

Tongue Pantry Thorneside. It was a lovely 

relaxing morning with great company. Some 

members went for a stroll along Beth Boyd 

Park waterfront. 

 

Later in the month, Desley invited members to 

add toys, books and stationery to their HIAS 

bags.  It was fun gathering the donated 

items. 

 

June - What an amazing finish to our Hope in 

a Suitcase (HIAS) project for this year. 

Cr. Adelia Berridge (Division 9 - Capalaba, 

Redland City Council), Sharon Simeon from 

Aviso Broking, Shannon McCarthy from Rotary 

Club of Capalaba and her friend Leisa 

Gordon from Tasmania, were able to attend 

for a photo shoot on Wednesday. 

Cr. Adelia Berridge for her continued support 

and introduction to Rotary Club of 

Capalaba, 

Rotary Club of Capalaba for their $1,000 

donation which helped us purchase 

backpacks and items for our bags, also they 

donated a variety of story and exercise 

books for the children, 

Aviso Broking who donated a large amount 

of toys, stationery supplies, toiletries and 

personal items for our bags, 

Snap Printing & Design at Capalaba (John 

and the Team) for their generous donation of 

toys which the children will absolutely love. 
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Around the Branches 

Together with our members, their families and 

friends who assisted in donating items, we are 

able to achieve so much with your support. 

These backpacks together with donated toys 

and items, were delivered Wednesday 

afternoon directly to a volunteer from HIAS 

who was overwhelmed by the generosity of 

all involved. 

 

Early this year it was requested by some of 

our members that we have a “getting to 

know you” meeting, where our new and 

existing members could get to know a little 

bit more about each other. We had a variety 

of activities and questions that encouraged 

them to open up. At each table were some 

funny stories and an exercise to do with 

positivity. Well the hall was alive with laughter 

and conversation.  

Mid June a number of members car pooled 

from the Church Hall to the Buddhist Temple 

at Underwood for lunch. 

We sampled a variety of delicious healthy 

vegetarian foods and beverages at the 

Water Drop Teahouse.  The surrounding 

gardens and trees added a sense of 

calmness and returning to nature.  Some of 

our members took advantage after lunch to 

visit the Meditation Hall, Library and gardens.   

              

                   

It is said that a small bowl of pickled 

vegetables has accomplished many causes 

and conditions. Just like a small droplet of 

water, it has nurtured countless of lives. Fo 

Guang Shan Water Drop Teahouse are set up 

around the world to manifest Venerable 

Master Hsing Yun’s ideal of “compensating 

droplets of kindness with springs of gratitude”. 

The tranquil atmospheres evoke a sense of 

spiritual generosity and purity. 

Some of the ladies will be returning to spend 

more time exploring the surrounds and may 

take up the offer of a guided tour.  This 

cultural experience was very interesting.  As 

usual we enjoyed each others company and 

lots of talking and laughter was had.  

 

It was very special to have 4 generations of 

one family attended this event, Great 

Grandmother 85 yrs, Grandma 66 years, 

Mother 30 years and Daughter 16 months 

and we a had another Mother and Daughter 

attend.  We are so blessed to have these 

families included in our branch. 

Cheers from Desley and Naomi. 
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Around the Branches 

MACKAY 

Meets: on Tuesdays (outside of school holidays) 

Time: 9.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon 

Where: PCYC, Scriha Street, North Mackay 

Contact:  Ruth 0432 686 970, Helen 0400 424 649 

 

The start of April we held our twenty-sixth 

birthday luncheon at the ‘’Andergrove’’ 

tavern.  It was a big attendance with about 

60 members, who enjoyed themselves 

immensely.  Thanks to Trish Allen who 

decorated the room beautifully and ran 

some door prizes.  The cake was cut by Mavis  

and Rhonda. 

The following week we did a bus trip around 

the outskirts of Mackay so the women who 

don’t drive much could see all the new 

progress that is taking place.  We had 

morning tea around the corner from my 

place, so I could have walked home or down 

to the beach.  I did show the members where 

I lived.  There was a very nice lunch waiting 

for us at the surf club after our cruising around 

all the highlights.  A wonderful day had by 

everyone. 

We have had trivia mornings with Pat and 

some female Councillors spoke about why 

they wanted to join the council. 

There was a sing-a-long with Annette, which 

was well received, so she is coming back 

later this year.   A debate over who should 

have a yellow car, which was funny.  Cyndie 

and Fay showed us how to use scarves.  A 

psychologist discussed some of the issues on 

mental health, she was so interesting and 

had so much to cover, we have asked her to 

return again later this year. 

There has been a very fun grocery grab, a 

splendid op shop parade with so many going 

shopping for bargains, and getting side-

tracked, went and had lunch together and 

had to go back the next day to finish the 

shopping, but the op shop parade was 

fabulous and showed what good bargain 

hunters we are. 

  

Mackay Members at the Op Shop Day 

 

Sadly we have had some of our members 

come down with COVID.  We must say 

overall we have been lucky,  but now with so 

many southerners pouring in to Queensland, 

it’s harder for someone to miss getting it, so 

try to stay safe ladies. 

Another bus trip was held in June with a full 

bus load headed to Sarina for morning tea at 

the Third Ground Café and then on up over 

the Sarina range, which most of us haven’t 

been on in years, through the back way to 

Nebo, to have lunch at the Nebo pub and 

visit their museum, which is quite good for a 

small mining town.  The last time I went to 

Nebo with the OWNQ girls on the bus, which 

was years ago mind, we enjoyed a wonderful 

spread put on by the Nebo CWA girls and we 

heard all about their lives out there.  Not sure 

if they still meet. 

Mackay Branch would like to make a special 

welcome to our new coordinator Niura 

Martinez Casas, welcoming you to our team 

of wonderful women, and we hope you 

enjoy your time with us. 
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Around the Branches 

I was sorry to see Leonie Swainston leave, as 

we have had many good chats, but I do 

understand that time moves on and we all 

have special things we want to do. I do wish 

Leonie well in her retirement.  I am sure she 

will enjoy whatever she does.  I look forward 

to catching up with her as a member at the 

Queensland AGM, and to meet a lot of you 

new members as well at Bribie Island.   

 Mackay Branch has made a number of 

donations to various organisations, including 

scarves and beanies for Icon Cancer Clinic 

and the Community Accommodation and 

Support Agency (above) and two bins of 

groceries, donated by our members from the 

grocery grab given to Anglicare (below). 

 

 

Congratulations to Bribie Island OWN group 

for your efforts to help organise the 

conference. All the best to everyone, hope 

you’re handling the cold and wet okay.   

Best wishes.          Ruth, Convenor 

 

WYNNUM-MANLY 
Meets: First Wednesday each month 

Time: 10.00 a.m. 

Where: Municipal Building,  

 Bay Terrace, Wynnum  

Contact: Di 0411 099 848 

 

Wynnum-Manly branch continues to meet 

socially for morning teas, and share 

information on apps and other digital 

technology.  At a recent branch meeting, a 

guest speaker from the Wynnum Regional 

Older Citizen Computer Services attended 

and talked about classes they hold locally 

where they teach computers to seniors. 

 

WOODY POINT 
Meets: Second Tuesday each month 

Time: 9.30-11.30 a.m.  

Where: Woody Point Memorial Hall 

 Oxley Avenue, Woody Point 

Contact: Helen 0418 796 365 

 

Recently Woody Pt participated in the 

Biggest Morning Tea event, had an ex-

policeman turned author as a guest speaker  

and another guest speaker from the Stroke 

Foundation. Some members also went to the 

movies and attended the local art gallery. 

 

BURNIE BRAE 
Meets: Second Thursday each month 

Time: 9.30 a.m. 

Where: Burnie Brae, 60 Kuran Street, Chermside 

Contact: OWNQ Office 3358 2301 

 

The Burnie Brae discussion group continues to 

meet monthly at the community centre and 

is still looking for a convenor to arrange 

discussions. Thank you Di, for facilitating the 

last gathering there.   
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Around the Branches 

LUTWYCHE 

Meets: Third Wednesday each month 

Time:   Starts 10.00 a.m. 

Where: Contact Convenor for venue details 

Contact: Carol 0417 703 550, Dianne 0435 370 092 

 

We have just completed our first Membership 

Renewal for the next financial year.  Once 

that is all finalised and we know how many 

financially committed members we have, we 

plan to purchase official name badges for 

our Lutwyche Members from grant money we 

have received. 

 

On Wednesday 18 May, 2022 we enjoyed an 

excursion to Miegunyah Historic Homestead 

at Bowen Hills.  The volunteers from the 

Queensland Women’s Historical Association 

were very welcoming and had a table and 

chairs set up on the western verandah so we 

could hold our monthly meeting.  We then 

moved to the eastern verandah of the home 

to enjoy a delicious Devonshire Tea and a 

brief chat by one of the Historical Society 

members about the checkered past of this 

Museum.   

Our next meeting on Wednesday 15 June 

started with morning tea provided by two of 

our newer members, Sally and Kay.  It was so 

nice to have them volunteer so willingly to 

share that task.  The meeting featured guest 

speaker Michael Claxton who was an English 

Bobby and now lives on Bribie Island and is 

an Author of crime novels.  Michael and his 

wife, Angie joined us for morning tea and 

then we were enlightened by Michael’s 

experiences as a police officer and then 

detective at Scotland Yard.  It was very 

interesting and we found out why the 

building in London was named Scotland 

Yard.  (That’s one for you to Google.)  We 

were delighted when our only visitor won the 

first book prize.  

I hope Judy 

feels obliged 

to join us now.  

Michael 

commented 

on what a 

lovely group 

we have at 

Lutwyche and 

I couldn’t help 

but agree. 

At our July meeting (20th) we honoured our 

First Nations people.  We are lucky enough to 

meet once a month free of charge at the 

QATSIF head office at Lutwyche.  As NAIDOC 

(National Aborigines and Islanders 

Observance Committee) week is celebrated 

from 3rd to 10th July, we thought it fitting that 

we find out more about one of the patrons of 

QATSIF, Aunty Ruth Hegarty and view a film 

about the Min Min Lights compiled by the 

niece of one of our members.  Michael 

Nayler, Secretariat Director of Queensland 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Foundation talked about the life of Aunty 

Ruth.  This was followed by a game of trivia.  

We invited our new Coordinator, Niura to join 

us and meet our group. 

The Committee borrowed an idea from one 

of the other branches and asked for a wish 

list of three suggestions from members for 

activities they would like to participate in at a 

future date.  This will be a big help in ongoing 

planning to involve the whole group. 

We are hoping to increase our membership 

and continue to provide a welcoming and 

enjoyable environment for us to meet and 

get to know each other better.  I think we 

can lose the training wheels soon. 

Carol Kent, Convenor



 

 13 | P a g e  

 
Around the Branches 

BRIBIE ISLAND 
Meets: Third Thursday each month 

Time: 10.00 am to 12.00 noon 

Where: Bribie Island RSL Club  

               99 Toorbul Street, Bongaree 

Contact: Betty 0409 470 100 

 

Our Birthday month of May was a great 

success. A group of our ladies joined the 

other passengers on the “Lady Brisbane” for a 

relaxing lunch-time cruise from the jetty at 

Bongaree along the Pumicestone Passage 

towards Scarborough.  

 

On board we indulged in a bbq lunch and 

feather-light sponge cake, one of two 

birthday celebrations for our 3rd birthday. A 

great outing that wasn’t long enough!  

 

More fun was had at our May meeting. Lots 

of interaction & laughter as we attempted to 

match our members with photos from their 

childhood. There were great discussions 

about the fashions, the hairstyles and the toys 

featured as we experienced delightful trips 

down memory lane. More birthday cake was 

served at morning tea.  

 

The local Coffee 

Club was the 

venue for our June 

social outing. Lee, 

our OWNQ 

President joined us 

for a cuppa while 

she was visiting 

Bribie checking 

out our facilities for 

the AGM in 

October. There 

was a strong 

camaraderie vibe 

in the café and 

the noise level quite rowdy.  

Emily Gould, 

Community 

Resource 

Officer from 

Seniors Enquiry 

Line, joined us 

as our guest 

speaker for our 

June meeting. 

We  

learned about 

their one stop 

information & 

referral service, 

their monthly Chat Service and the 

Grandparents Support Program before 

moving on to the increasing issue of scams. 

Lots of stories about attempted scams were 

shared as were various ways to protect 

ourselves. 

 

The election of officers / positions was also 

conducted. It was wonderful to have all of 

our committee positions filled along with 

assistants for each role. Volunteers were 

called for to assist in the smooth running of 

our meetings. These ladies were welcomed 

into our team as we move forward with 

enthusiasm into 2022/2023.  
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Around the Branches 

Our ladies generously donated more than 30 

packs of knickers of all shapes and sizes for 

the Knickers with Notes campaign.   

 

These were delivered to the Lockyer 

Community Centre for distribution around 

Gatton, Granthan and Laidley.  The 

workers/volunteers there were very 

appreciative of our efforts. 

 

 

 
Looking forward to seeing members from 

other branches here on beautiful Bribie in 

October.                      Cheers, Betty (Convenor) 

  
 

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

All financial members of Older Women’s 

Network Qld are invited to attend our one-

day conference and Annual General 

Meeting, being held on Thursday 20th 

October at the Bribie Island RSL Club, 99 

Toorbul Street, Bongaree.  This year’s meeting 

is being hosted by the Bribie Island OWN 

Branch. 

Sign-in time will be 8.30 a.m., with Lee, our 

President, opening the event at 9.00 a.m.  

Morning tea and lunch will be provided with 

the day ending around 3.00 p.m. for 

afternoon tea (also supplied by OWN Qld).   

That evening there will be a dinner held at 

the same venue for those who wish to attend 

(at their own expense), commencing 6.00 

p.m.  Some overnight accommodation (also 

at each member’s own expense) has been 

pre-booked at the Bribie Waterways Motel.   

 If you plan on attending the AGM, please let 

your Branch Convenor know, no later than 

30th September.  If staying overnight or 

attending the dinner, please complete the 

form accompanying this newsletter. 
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Annual General Meeting 

Supported by 

 

NOMINATIONS FOR  

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

President:  Lee Hodgson 

Vice President:  Di Hill 

Treasurer: Sue Fowler 

Secretary: Lisa Signorini 

 

Other Committee Members: 

June Donnelly 

Barbara Barnes 

Kathy Kunde 

Rosemerry Paidley 

 

New Nominee for 2022 Lisa Signorini 

Lisa has worked in administration most of her adult life, firstly with 

Franklins and then later in Childcare.  After moving to Queensland 

from Canberra in 2009 she helped her partner run a family furniture 

business.  She’s been the On-site Manager and Kitchen Manager 

for the Over 50’s complex she currently lives at.   “I am the Events 

Coordinator at the complex and although I enjoy organising and 

hosting the events, I have been looking for something more in my 

life.  I came across OWN Qld while on the internet and joined the 

Morayfield OWN branch.  I love being a part of such a wonderful 

group of people, I enjoy the socialising and have made new 

friendships.   I am very interested in the projects that OWN Qld is involved with, and I feel that I 

would be a good asset to the network with my experience in administration and interaction with 

older people.” 

 

You can still nominate for the Management Committee if you want – please contact Marianne at 

admin@ownqld.org.au for a nomination form. 

 

Any financial member is eligible to nominate for the committee, provided they meet the criteria 

set out in our last newsletter (back page). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Own Qld Inc. is funded by the Queensland Government.  

DISCLAIMER: OWN (Qld) makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of information contained in 

this newsletter.  Articles included are for information purposes only and views expressed in this 

newsletter are not necessarily those of OWN (Qld).   

WITH THANKS:  We’d like to thank the State Member for Mackay, Julieanne Gilbert for printing 

copies of the newsletter for the Mackay Branch. 

mailto:admin@ownqld.org.au
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OLDER WOMEN’S NETWORK (INC.) QLD 

Annual General Meeting 

20th October 2022 

 
Please complete this form if you plan to attend the one-day conference and annual 

general meeting on the 20th October at the Bribie RSL Club, 99 Toorbul Street, Bongaree.   

Return the completed form to your Branch Convenor or, if you are an independent 

member, email it back to admin@ownqld.org.au, or post to PO Box 2768, New Farm, 4005 

no later than 30th September 2022. 

 

Name: _______________________________Branch:__________________________ 

 
I will be attending the conference and AGM (tick box):     Yes       No 

 

I will be attending the dinner on the evening of 20th October:              Yes      No 
 

An AGM dinner with 6.00 p.m. start will be held at the RSL Club Bribie Island.   

Cost is $50.00 per person, which includes a two-course, alternate drop, meal and a 

celebration cake dessert.  Entertainment by The Retro Revival Show from 7.00-8.00 p.m. 

 

Please list any special dietary needs:_________________________________________________ 

 
Accommodation (bookings required):        Yes       No 
 

Several rooms have been pre-booked at Bribie Waterways Motel, 155 Welsby Parade, Bongaree. 

 

Studio rooms (twin share) with a little kitchenette are $166 per night.    

Standard twin share rooms (no kitchenette) are $154 per night. 

 

Please book me a:   Studio Room  OR   Standard Room 
 

I will share this room with______________________________________________________________________ 

                                          (Please make arrangements amongst yourselves who you will share with.) 

 

   I do not require accommodation  

 

All payments are to be made to your Branch Convenor in full who will collate 

attendance information and deposit payment into the OWN Qld bank 

account.  

 

 

Signed:________________________________________________ 

 

Date:____/_____/_____ 

 
 

mailto:admin@ownqld.org.au

